Metal Working

139

I
I

century, many of these fraudulent craftsmen established
themselves in the sanctuaries or privileged districts
round St. Martin-le-Grand and St. Bartholomew's, where
they were exempt from the ordinary jurisdiction of the
City. On one occasion the wardens of the Company
went to the Prior of
St. Bartholomew's and
complained of the mal-
practices of John Tom-
kins, a clever but fraudu-
lent goldsmith; the prior
took them to Tomkins's
room, where they found
bands of latten (a kind of
bronze) for use on bowls
and, hidden in the bed
straw, a piece of copper,
all of which had been sil-
vered over.1 The plating of
base metal and the use of
silver below the standard
of the Mint had been for-
bidden in the earliest surviving ordinances of the gold-
smiths, in I238,2 in order that customers should know
exactly what they were getting for their money. With
the same object an ordinance in 1370 3 forbade the use
of hollow work for rings and buckles, the setting of false
jewels in gold or (except in the case of church work) of
real stones in copper or latten, or the placing of tinfoil

1  Herbert, Hist, of Livery Companies, ii. 179.

2  Close R., 22 Hen. Ill, m. 7.

* Prideaux, Mems. of Goldsmiths' Co., 9.
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